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CIEP-02 COME-00 DODE-00 EB-07 FPC-OI H-02 INR-07 

INT-05 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-OI PM-03 SAM-OI OES-05 

SP-02 SS-I5 STR-04 TRSE-00 FRB-OI PA-02 USIA-I5 

PRS-OI /106W 
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FM AMEMBASSY QUITO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4655 
INFO AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

UNCLAS QUITO 1494 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRGEC 

SUBJECT: PIPELINE BREAK HALTS CRUDE EXPORTS 

HEAVY RAINS ON FEBRUARY 28 WASHED OUT A 450 FOOT SECTION 
OF THE TRANS-ANDEAN PIPELINE NEAR THE PORT OF ESMERALDAS. 
BECAUSE OF THE DIFFICULT TERRAIN AND ROAD WASH OUTS IN THE AREA, 
BEST ESTIMATE IS THAT IT WILL REQUIRE A MONTH TO REPAIR IT. 
GOVERNMENT HALTED EXPORTS TO CONSERVE CRUDE IN STORAGE EOR 
DOMESTIC USE. PRODUCTION AND EXPORTS WERE RUNNING AT NEAR 
NORMAL 200,000 BPD PRIOR TO PIPELINE BREAK. 
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